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I want to share the story of one of my 3rd year youth ministry students to help show you their com-

mitment to the Lord and to the young people in Ukraine. Tanya is from Chernivtsi in Western 

Ukraine near the Romanian border. She was married last summer. She sent the following letter to 

my assistant Natasha and I in February. It touched my heart to hear about a difficult situation she 

was going through, and how she learned from the Lord. We translated the letter for you to read: 

 

February  4, 2009 

 

Greetings Mike and Natasha! 

     I am not sure where to start é. My new husband and I 

were so excited to be able to come to the seminary for the 

next session of classes together, so we couldnôt wait for 

February.  But for some reason, in a flash, everything fell 

apart. It is a very long story, but I will try to be brief and not 

share all of the pain in my heart. 

     It seems like those closest to us should understand us 

best.  Slavikôs parents have acted very strangely towards us. 

At our wedding they really helped us, but they have not 

kept their promises. It has left us wondering. We are very 

worried. The memories of our wedding day will remain 

with us until the end of our lives, and we will share these 

memories with our children. God gave us a great day! 
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We are excited to be returning to the States for 11 weeks to share with our supporters, friends and 

family. We are currently scheduled to be in 11 churches, but we are open to sharing in home Bible 

studies, youth groups, womenôs fellowships or other groups. If you would like us to share in your 

group, please email us at kievmanna@yahoo.com.  

 

Our Sunday morning church presentations will focus on work with the church we attend (a college 

student church plant) and the youth ministry program at the seminary. We will be sharing stories 

about Yulia, Sveta, Kolya and Vasya. We will be also sharing some principles about transferring 

leadership that I am learning from my study of how Moses transferred his leadership to Joshua. 

When we have the opportunity to share in Sunday School classes, we will be sharing Katyaôs story 

and how youth ministry training is helping to reach orphanages better than we could on our own. If 

we are in your area, please come and listen to what God is doing in Ukraine. Here is our church 

schedule: 

 

June 21, 10:30 am  First Wesleyan Church July 5, 10:45 am Nisland Comm. Church 

 Sturgis, SD  Nisland, SD  

 

June 28, 10:00 am  Grace Baptist Church July 12, 10:00 am Prairie Home Church

 Bison, SD  Maurine, SD 

June 28, evening Coal Springs Comm. Ch. 

 Meadow, SD 

 

Join our new  

Facebook group! 

If you use Facebook, 

search for the group called 

ñManna Family in 

Ukraineò and click to join. 
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A Note to those who  

support us financially: 

 

Please do not read this as a 

formality. Our hearts are full 

of gratitude for you, our 

support team. Many of you 

have supported us for 8 

years now! Our prayer in the 

beginning was, ñLord, weôll 

go if You will provide the 

way.ò He always has. We 

are still here in Ukraine  

because of you. Thank you, 

friends. It has been an honor 

to serve with such a strong 

team behind us. 

 

God has richly blessed this 

ministry. He is using our 

students to bring Ukrainian 

young people to Him. 

 

With our love 

and deepest thanks,  

Mike and Judy 
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July 19, 9:30 am  Nemo Church August 4, TBA Gospel Fellowship Ch. Picnic 

 Nemo, SD  Carter, SD 

 

July 26, 9:30 am St. Lawrence Comm. Ch. August 9, 9 & 10:30 am Brookside Church 

 Miller, SD  Omaha, NE 

 

August 2, 9:00 am Atonement Lutheran Ch. August 30, 8 & 10:30 am Christian Life Center 

 Jamestown, ND  Belle Fourche, SD 

 

Other things on our summer schedule include: Manna and Weiss family reunions, summer camp at Trails 

End Ranch in Montana, dropping off Mandie for her junior year at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, visiting 

Boyce College and Youth Ministry Internationalôs home office in Louisville, and our American doctor  

appointments. It will be a busy summer, but we are hoping we get to see many of you before we fly back to 

Kiev on September 1st. 

     After the wedding, we owed Slavikôs parents money. They said that we did not have to 

pay them anything.  Yet this week, they told us to give back the old car that they gave us 

for a wedding gift.  We had planned to sell it to pay off wedding bills (and God actually 

sent us a buyer which is very difficult to find right now).  But now here we are -- with no 

car, no employment, and only $1.60 left in our coin box.  There were no other options 

with Slavikôs parents. We had to urgently move back to my home village of Kitzman, so 

we will not have the opportunity to be at the seminary for the next session. 

     It is difficult to understand why all of this has happened. It is difficult to find answers. 

But we remember and are confident in this: Love God, all He will give His blessing!ò For 

what miracle to wait, I do not know. And we donôt know what to do next. I know that the 

devil does not sleep, and we do not know what to do in this struggle; except to forgive our 

parents and start to build a new life again. It is only a small part of all that affects our 

lives now, but it really affects us deeply!!! 

     Despite the pain in our souls, God helped us to lead a youth meeting in our village on 

the subject of ñHope in the Time of Crisis.ò It was a great time! Read Deuteronomy 28:47 

and 48 ï to the end of the chapter as well. It says, ñBecause you did not serve the Lord 

your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart because of the abundance of all 

things, therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in 

nakedness, and lacking everything. And he will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you.ò  

     This is something! There are curses and blessings throughout the book of Deuteronomy. But the most in-

teresting thing, and what is most important to God, is the heart with which we serve.  It is possible to serve, 

yet in the end receive curses. Look at this chapter. We were in shock! Everyone should reconsider their walk 

and service before God. 

     Thanks for everything.  Please pray that God will build  

everything in our lives by Himself! I do not know what will 

happen in the days ahead, but I do understand that for God 

nothing is impossible! 

     Now it is all in His hands, 

 Tanya 

 

The Lord blessed Tanya and her husband with a surprise 

gift, and they were able to come to the next seminary ses-

sion. We had a great time together. Then in April, Tanya 

returned again and brought 3 other youth leaders with her to 

audit our course on ñMinistry to Troubled Youth.ò This is 

the kind of commitment we are privileged to be a part of. 

God is using Tanya and our other students to reach the 

youth of their region with the gospel. 
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