
 

 

Letter #37 Fall 2011 

Manna Family 
International Youth Ministry Trainers 

Kiev, Ukraine 

Over 100 youth leaders have studied at our Center for Youth Ministry in Kiev since 2003 ! 

Same Calling … New Location   from Judy 

www.youthdiscipler.com 

I remember the letter I wrote 11 years ago, telling of 
God’s leading to move our family to Ukraine. Now 
we are experiencing just the opposite; God is 
directing us back to the States. Please keep 
reading, because we want you to understand that we 
ARE leaving Ukraine, but we are NOT leaving 
Youth Ministry International or the ministry of 
training youth pastors around the world. 

Two years ago, Mike and I began to experience a 
“stirring” in our hearts, similar to when Mike was a 
youth pastor in Belle Fourche, SD, and God began 
turning us toward Ukraine. Both times, we have 
been at a good place in our ministry, even reaping 
harvest, when we recognized that God was moving 
us on. Two years ago this “stirring” became so 

strong that Mike and I went away to pray. At that time, we could not understand how God could possibly move us away 
from Ukraine. The students we had trained were not ready to teach, nor had He made it possible for us to adopt Katya. 
We could not leave Katya! We prayed all that week, believing that God was preparing us for something, but not having a 
clue as for WHAT. We came home without answers, but had a renewed commitment simply to follow the Lord 
wherever and whenever He chose to lead. The very next week we were on our way to visit Katya’s mother. Katya’s 
sister had convinced her to give up her maternal rights, which made it possible for us to begin the process of adoption! 

Then, just one month after our prayer retreat, Mike was asked to consider being vice president of Youth Ministry 
International. This would eventually require a move back to the States, to YMI’s headquarters in Louisville, KY. Fast 
forward to the present: Sam and Melissa Hughes have moved here, two key graduates are involved in teaching at the 
seminary, and Katya is legally adopted! We now understand “for what” God was preparing us! Here it is: 

Mike will be overseeing YMI’s home office and helping 
missionaries and national leaders in the fields YMI is currently 
working in, as well as helping new countries to get started. 
China and Indonesia will be starting next year. YMI did not 
seek out new countries; the seminaries from these countries 
found YMI, asking for the youth ministry program. Mike will 
be teaching some courses in other countries, while helping the 
leaders with the “nuts and bolts” of starting and/or running the 
program. He understands the process well from implementing 
Ukraine’s own youth ministry degree. (Mike is pictured here 
with his 2011 youth ministry graduates.) 
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Supporters, you have been faithful to your part of the work in Ukraine, and God is providing a harvest … one that will 
continue under other leaders. We hope that you will “stay with us” with your financial and prayer support, because God is 
not releasing us to quit. Just the opposite! He is asking us to expand to other countries. Our income will still be made up 
of your gifts; we’ll just be living in Kentucky instead of overseas. The job ahead is big, and we have never taken a 
position so cautiously. Yet we trust God. When He leads, He promises to equip and to provide. He asks us only to be 
obedient and faithful. He is closing and opening doors, just as He did in our move to Ukraine. So we will follow to this 
new location, but we still need you, our team of supporters, to go with us. We also need people to step forward to 
financially support Vasya here in Ukraine. 

Vasya’s father was one of the liquidators of the Chernobyl explosion in 
Ukraine. Due to the radiation that his father was exposed to, he died in 
1998. His death had a very negative affect on Vasya, who began to 
cover his pain with alcohol and drugs. Four years later, one of his 
friends brought him to a Christian youth club. Vasya received Christ 
as his Savior and began living for Him immediately. He became 
involved in the fastest growing Baptist church in Ukraine (Grace 
Church of Rivne) and eventually began leading the same youth club 
in which he met Christ. In 2004, Vasya entered the youth ministry 
bachelors’ degree program at Kiev Theological Seminary under 
Mike’s instruction. During his years of study, the youth club under 
Vasya’s leadership grew to include more than 200 young people. 

In 2008, Vasya started a youth ministry certificate program at Rivne Bible College with the partnership of YMI.  Several 
have graduated, and there are currently 15 students in this program. In 2009, after he received his master’s degree, Vasya 
began teaching two modular courses at Kiev Theological Seminary each year. He is well loved by his students. Vasya is 
married to Alona and has two daughters, Sophia (5 yrs. old) and Vitalina (2 yrs. old). 

Help is Needed to Provide for Vasya 

We are moving back to the US in June 2012, where Mike will take the role as YMI’s Vice-President. Kiev Theological 
Seminary needs a full-time Ukrainian youth ministry professor to direct the program after Mike leaves. The seminary is 
unable to support the position financially at this time. YMI, through its 
National Leadership Support Program, would like to fill this critical 
training need by raising the necessary funds to support a Ukrainian to 
take over Mike’s position. 

The goal is to move Vasya and his family to Kiev for a minimum of 5 
years. As of October 1, 2011,  $450 per month has been pledged to 
support Vasya. We need an additional $750 per month pledged for 
salary, ministry, and living expenses. We have full confidence in 
Vasya. He is committed to the Lord and to ministering to the youth 
leaders of Ukraine. He is a very gifted teacher, and the students at KTS 
look to him as a trusted mentor. Please consider supporting Vasya 
Ostriy. We want to leave this ministry in faithful hands.     

 

Meet Vasya Ostriy  

Mike will be training youth pastors in Romania from October 13-22  
and in Nepal from January 16-20 

To our Team of Supporters: Please stay with us! 


