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You have followed our family through the years
and prayed for each of us, so once a year we like
to share our kids’ news with you. Here it is from
each of them:

Together as a family at the Weiss family reunion on the SD ranch in July

Family hike in Brown County in August.
Missing Sammie and Titus!

Mandie, Aron, Nolan & Clay Flaming
We hope you’re doing well! Our family had a
great year. Aron is an engineer at Cummins,
and we are thankful that his job allows me to
stay home with our boys. The majority of my
day is spent feeding, changing, snuggling (aka
wrestling), training, and loving on Nolan and
Clay. My job is tiring but extremely rewarding,
and another baby will be joining our crew in
April. I love having my parents in town! I didn’t
think that would happen as they serve the Lord
internationally, but I thank Him often for allowing
Columbus, IN, to be their home base. Nolan will
turn 3 in February. He is talking in full sentences
and has a big love for stuffed animals and music.
We enjoy his sensitive and kind personality. He’s
a caring big brother to Clay who just turned 1 in
November. Clay has kept us on our toes, as he
is much more mobile than Nolan ever was! He is
happy and intensely loves his family. (He intensely does a lot of things!) We are thankful for
our little boys and pray that they come to know
and love our Savior. May we all honor Him this
Christmas.

Sammie and Titus at the Mall of America in
Sept. Married one year already!
Continued on page 2
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Luke & Yami Manna
Merry Christmas from China! For the past year, Yami and I have been teaching at Beijing SMIC School. Yami is in her second year of teaching 2nd grade, and I have become a preschool teacher this year. Living in Beijing is quite an experience!
We are learning a very different culture, learning to speak and understand Chinese, and we are also growing into who our
Father desires us to be. Both the difﬁcult and the good times here in China have made this a unique and important year in
our marriage. There is nothing like a strange land, different language, and unidentiﬁable foods to draw you closer together! We will really miss our family and friends this holiday season. Christmas is not celebrated in China, which makes us miss
you all the more! We are thankful, however, to be part of a close community with the other teachers at the school. May God
bless you this Christmas!
Samantha & Titus Clark
Titus and I are living in married student housing at Crown College in a suburb of Minneapolis. When we arrived in August,
Titus had two years left to ﬁnish his degree in Youth and Family Ministry. We are happy to be here, and we believe that this
is the direction God has for us. I am currently working full time with toddlers in a teaching day care, which has been so
much fun! I love teaching and watching them grow. What a rewarding job! Titus is working part time as a Domino’s pizza
delivery driver, and he really enjoys it. We recently got a puppy named Riley, and he is a bundle of joy. Speaking of bundles of joy, we are expecting a baby at the end of June! We are excited to welcome this little blessing into our lives. If you
would like to pray for us, you could pray for the safety of the baby … and pray for us as we begin this next stage of life here
in Minnesota. Merry Christmas and God bless you!
Katya Manna
This summer I had the privilege of working with YFC in Louisville. I worked with young kids and youth in the community. My
favorite part of the summer was going to Ukraine for E-camp. I taught a class of twelve 14- to 16-year-olds. At the end of
the week, several of my students chose to surrender their lives to Christ, and more than 80 campers repented altogether.
We got to invite my nieces to camp. They had SO much fun! My sisters came for a couple days, but left the girls for the rest
of camp. I am thankful, for at the end of the week, Yulia (my 11-yr. old niece) chose to follow Jesus. It was neat to watch her
learn and grow through the week. I put them to bed at night, and at ﬁrst she did not know how to pray. By the end of the
week, she talked to God with conﬁdence. My 10-year-old niece, Vika, did not repent publically, but she did learn about
salvation through Jesus Christ. Thanks to all who supported me ﬁnancially and in prayer.
I am now in my sophomore year at Huntington University. I played soccer on the women’s team in the fall and am now a
basketball cheerleader for both men’s and women’s teams. I have never cheered before, but the coach wanted me to try
out, and I really like it! I am majoring in social work. The classes get me excited to be a social worker. In a sense, I will be
able to give what I have received. This year God has been teaching me to ﬁnd my identity and conﬁdence in Him. I am
thankful that He is patient with me as I grow to prayerfully become more like Him. Thank you all for your love and support!
Mike and Judy
Our new role with YFC International (YFCI) was not clear at this time last year. In hindsight, it was an excellent way to begin,
for it drove us to our knees. God quickly and decisively provided for the increased ﬁnancial needs of our new position, so
we trusted that He was leading. We had enough to do with E-Camp and other YFCI responsibilities to stay busy through
July, and by then God had lifted the fog and opened doors. Mike helped form and has become the coordinator for Youth
For Christ International’s Global Training Team. As we look back, we are astonished at how many key relationships Mike
established during those “quiet” months that would be important for our future with YFCI.
At the writing of this letter on November 20th, we have just returned from the ﬁrst “in the ﬂesh” meeting of the Global
Training Team in Denver. The team is made up of seven members from around the world. They gathered to determine
their purpose and to set goals in phases for the next three years. Taking advantage of the fact that they were in the States,
Mike and two members from Australia conducted the Global Training Team’s ﬁrst training in Miami for the YFCI Regional
directors from South and Central America and the Caribbean. The time in Miami solidiﬁed the purpose of the Global Training Team and exceeded their expectations. The team of RDs (regional directors) that had come together for the training
expressed deep appreciation for the guidance of the new Global Training Team, for they went away feeling supported and
encouraged, with a plan in place for how to proceed with YFC in the 25 nations under their care. The RDs evaluated the
current condition of YFC in these nations in the form of a farming analogy: some nations are in the plowing stage, some
are in the planting stage, some are managing weeds, some are harvesting… and a couple of countries need to replant with
new leaders. They determined how to proceed with each nation and went away with tools and steps for doing so. They felt
like they were not alone.
Most importantly, both in Denver and Miami, praying together was a priority, asking the Lord to lead and guide his servants doing HIS work, so that the result will be a bountiful harvest of young people coming into His kingdom. In the times
of prayer, we prayed for our donors around the world, for each YFC missionary is acutely aware that NONE of this ministry
would be possible without the people who are giving and sending us out. Mike and I want to say a huge “thank you” to
our own team of supporters. We were able to help members of the Global Training Team get to Denver from their homes
overseas with money from our ministry fund. Some of them would not have been able to come otherwise, and it was SO
important to be together for that formative meeting where they were getting to know each other and determining their
purpose and goals. They will continue meeting over Skype. What an age we live in, where communication is possible and
affordable between nations!
We want to close by wishing you all a very Merry Christmas. Because of Jesus. The Messiah. Our Redeemer. May we all
shine His light in the communities in which God has placed us. Thank you again for sending us and praying for us. As God
leads, we will continue to walk through the doors that He opens. We love being your missionaries, and we love YOU!

Mike & Judy Manna
P.S. Special gifts that are given to our ministry beyond our personal monthly support help us serve the YFCI nations around
the world. Instructions for giving are on the form on the front page of this letter. Thank you again!

