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Traveling Without Leaving Home
Many of you know that we travel internation-
ally with our ministry. In the month of January, 
we traveled to China, Thailand, and Australia – 
teaching, training, planning ministry, and build-
ing relationships with more of our YFCI family. 
This summer we will spend six weeks in Ukraine. 

One of the things that is so cool about Mike’s 
new ministry, however, is that he doesn’t always 
have to travel internationally in order to have a 
global impact. Mike’s normal day in his home 
office includes coaching youth workers on his 
computer. One evening last week he came out 
to the kitchen and said, “Whew! I’m tired! I’ve 
been in three different countries today!” He had 
“traveled” to Belarus, Ukraine, and China coach-
ing youth workers via Skype. 

The men that Mike is coaching set their own 
agendas about what they want to be coached 
in and make goals about what they want to ac-
complish in their ministries. Mike asks questions 
that help them clarify their direction and goals. 
It is one thing to have goals or dreams. It is quite 
another to know that in one month, someone is 
going to be checking in on what YOU said you 
wanted to accomplish.  

Coaching Puts Feet to Training
We all know how easy it is to be inspired at a 
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seminar or training event with changes we 
would like to make, yet how easy it is to go 
back home, put the information in a drawer, 
and return to whatever is normal or “urgent” 
right in front of us. It is YFCI’s goal to have 
enough certified coaches that when our YFCI 
staff go to a training, they will be assigned a 
coach for six months to help them reach their 
goals in ministry.

Coaching Connection with Katya’s Village
Mike has completed his training and is a 
certified coach for YFCI. It is a portion of his 
ministry on the Global Training Team that he 
thoroughly enjoys. He is currently coaching 
seven youth workers – three in Ukraine, two 
in Belarus, and two in China. Last week it was 
exciting to discover that Igor from Belarus 
lives only 20 miles from Katya’s village. 
Katya’s village is located in northern Ukraine, 
less than a mile from the border of Belarus. 
We have prayed for several years that the 
Lord would send someone to minister there. 
The whole area is one of the spiritually dark-
est regions of Ukraine. Igor has offered to 
come and see us when we are with Katya’s family in June. Could this connection be an answer to our prayers? Please pray 
with us that when Igor sees the spiritual condition of Katya’s village, his heart will be moved with compassion to act.  

Judy has Received a Diagnosis
Some of you know that I (Judy) have been struggling with pain issues for many years. On a scale of 1-10, I am rarely under 
a 7 with the pain in my joints, back, hands, and feet. Recently, I went to ER as I thought I was having a heart attack. I have 
struggled with pain, fatigue, and brain fog since at least 2006. I have not done a lot of medical testing, for any tests that 
have been run have all come back normal… except for an extremely high rheumatoid factor (around 150 when it should be 
under 13). Yet, the rheumatologist I went to a couple years ago said I did not have rheumatoid arthritis or any other autoim-
mune disease. 

A few weeks ago, the pain in my body increased as did the brain fog. I decided to go to a nurse practitioner who is just 
starting her practice here in Columbus. Because she is not yet busy, she spent three and a half hours with me on my first 
appointment. She asked a lot of questions. She listened carefully. Finally, she had me fill out a questionnaire for Lyme dis-
ease, and the scores showed a high probability of me having it. She sent a sample of my blood to IGenex in CA, the most 
reputable lab in the country in testing for Lyme disease. The results recently came back as clearly positive. 

Need for Healing in My Heart and My Body
I cried, for I so badly wanted a negative result. I know that the treatment for Lyme is long, hard, and potentially expensive 
(with many supplements). It involves antibiotics which I have adamantly stayed away from to protect my immune system. 
I have not even taken Tylenol or Ibuprofen through the years, for I have tried so hard to protect my health. We have heard 
that even after years of treatment, not all people fully recover. This was a difficult diagnosis, but the Bible tells us to “Con-
sider it all joy when we encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of our faith produces patience…and that patience 
will make us perfect and entire, lacking NOTHING.” 

I am asking the Lord to show me how deep, wide, broad, and high His love is for me. The years of pain have not shaken my 
faith, but they have had an impact on my confidence in God’s love and tenderness for me. He is doing a work of healing in 
my heart. I pray that He will also do a work of healing in my body. Please… please pray for us as we go forward into treat-
ment, that the Lord will clearly direct our steps. It will mean so much to us. Thank you.      

Our New Home Address
Some people have asked about our personal mailing address, so here it is: Mike, Judy and Katya Manna, 4709 Clairmont 
Drive, Columbus, IN 47203. For monthly updates on our ministry, visit our website at youthdiscipler.com. You will find email 
newsletters about our trip to China, Thailand, and Australia.

Serving Him together,

Mike and Judy Manna

Cruisin’ with the grandkids - two more arriving soon




