MIKE & JUDY MANNA
SERVING GLOBALLY
mike.manna@yfci.org
judy.manna@yfci.org

APRIL 2019
Dear friend,
“I’ll follow you anywhere, Lord, as long as
I know it is YOU who is leading.”
I prayed that prayer 18 years ago, when the
Lord was laying a call upon our hearts to go
help the Church in Ukraine. He conﬁrmed
His calling when He put our team of
supporters together. A missionary can’t go
unless they are sent. What an exciting time
in our lives, when many of you made
commitments to send us. God opened the
door, you sent, we went, and the result was
a ministry to youth pastors in Ukraine.

Above: Our first missionary prayer card, from 2001.
Below: New certified Coaches at the training in
Ukraine this past January.

Never did we think, upon our return to the
States, that God would continue to open doors for us to serve around the world. As we
travel from nation to nation, we are involved in training youth leaders to reach young
people for Jesus. Sometimes Mike teaches or co-teaches to empower others to teach.
Sometimes we “coach” over Skype. Many hours are spent working on curriculum so that
Youth for Christ workers around the world will have useful training materials available.
Always, we strive to keep our original commitment, “We will follow you anywhere, Lord, as
long as we know it is You who is leading.”
SHARPENING LEADERS
In January, we traveled to both Ukraine and
Thailand. Mike taught coaching seminars in
Ukraine, and then led Youth for Christ
International’s Global Training Team Summit in
Thailand. We were home for three weeks and then
traveled to the home office in Denver, where Mike
helped train new Youth for Christ missionaries who
are just beginning their journey to other parts of
the world. While there, I was deeply impacted by
the love and faithful service of our Youth for Christ
International home office staff.
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COMPASSION FOR THOSE BEHIND THE SCENES
In the past couple of months, our ﬁnancial supporters needed to change where they sent
their gifts because YFC USA transitioned us missionaries to Youth for Christ International
(YFCI). Youth for Christ International switched to a new software system at the same time
and there have been problems. This has entailed a huge learning curve for the 3-4 staff
members who are doing the work of moving more than 3,000 donors to Youth for Christ
International. To give an idea of the enormity of this changeover, Renee, whose job
includes SO MUCH more than answering the phone, had to return over 200 phone calls
per week during this transition! She has put in MANY extra hours during the last few
months...and she still exudes love and kindness to everyone around her.
While Mike was teaching, I volunteered to help
Renee in the office for two days. She taught me to
check supporter addresses with incoming gifts and
update them if needed. As I worked, one phrase
kept coming to mind: the body of Christ. New
missionaries in the room beside me preparing to go
where God was leading — the body of Christ. Mike
and Youth for Christ staff members teaching them
everything from culture shock to living on a budget
overseas — the body of Christ. Prayer meeting over
Skype with the Member Care Team who live in
different places — the body of Christ. Renee and
staff working feverishly to make the transition so our
Youth for Christ missionaries can receive their
support — the body of Christ. Me, sitting at a
computer updating donor addresses on the
database — the body of Christ. My heart could
barely contain the awe of seeing all the parts
functioning together. Since I was directly working
Above: Commissioning of new Youth for
with the donor database, I was especially impacted
Christ missionaries. Below: In Bangkok,
by the pages upon pages of gifts. Sometimes I could
Thailand, for Youth for Christ
barely see the screen through tears, for I realized
International leadership planning.
that without these donors, NONE of what Youth
for Christ does around the world would be possible. Mike and I have been privileged to
see the ministry of Youth for Christ in many nations. Youth for Christ has remained
committed to bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to young people around the world
for over 70 years. Without every link in the chain from the donor to the staff member to
the youth worker in the remotest part of the world, each doing their part, this movement of
the gospel would not be happening. We feel it such an honor to do our part. Thank you,
donors and prayer warriors, for sending us.
OUR NEED
How do I make a graceful segue after that, to tell you that we are actually experiencing a
need for additional ﬁnancial support at this time? I can’t make a good segue! Our support
has gone down some lately, which is not surprising as we are 18 years into this missionary
journey. One factor is that a surprising number of our original supporters are living with
Jesus now. So we have a need that we are praying about. We need new monthly
supporters. If you would like to help meet that need, use the slip on this letter or you can
donate online at yfci.org/staff/mike-and-judy-manna. Thank you!
“So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use
them…” Romans 12:5,6
Serving together,

Mike & Judy Manna
PS — Please pray for our ministry and family activities
over the next few months: in April, Mike will be
training in Central Asia; in May, Katya will be
graduating from Huntington University; in June, Katya
will marry Cam Cooper; in July, we will be leading a
One Heart retreat for Youth for Christ staff in
Moldova; in August, we will be leading two camps in
Ukraine with Katya, Cam, and our American team.
Lots to pray for!

