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Dear friend,
“I appreciated your encouragement and that you always tried to ﬁnd ways to help guide
me. You helped me break my goals into steps,” Misha told me when I asked him for an
evaluation of our coaching sessions this past year. But then I asked for ways I could
improve. He smiled and said, “You could give me more challenges. Maybe a few ‘holy
kicks.’” I laughed out loud, and said, “I’ll think about it. But remember, as your coach, I’m
here to help you give yourself those ‘holy kicks.’”
Misha is a Ukrainian youth ministry trainer
and church planter. He is also a Coach-inTraining whom I have been meeting with
online for this past year. He will be with a
few others at our ﬁnal coaching training in
Kyiv this May. Judy and I arrived in Ukraine
on April 21 and will be there until June 13th.
One of our goals on this trip is to serve the
Christian leaders in Ukraine and help them
grow through coaching — which we see as
a great tool of discipleship.
Judy has been coaching a vibrant Youth for
Christ Canada staﬀ member named Laura.
Laura wrote, “My coaching sessions with
Judy have impacted my ministry in a
positive way. For half a year now, I have
had the privilege of talking once a month
with Judy to problem solve together. Judy
has helped me to stay focused on my goals.
I am so thankful to have her belief in me.
Throughout each year I have the
opportunity to speak to and work with
thousands of youth. Coaching has helped
me to stay healthy as I pour out to others so
much. There is so much deep work and
growth that goes on behind the scenes
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Above: Mike teaching an online Coaching seminar
for Youth for Christ staﬀ in Central America.
Below: Judy coaching Laura through Zoom.

between our coaching sessions. I’m glad I have someone to listen to me and bounce
ideas with. I am thankful that I have Judy’s support to help me reach the next generation. I
always look forward to our calls, as I leave every single time feeling refreshed, motivated
and encouraged.”
We are so thankful for your prayers and support so that we can minister to Youth for
Christ leaders that are reaching young people in their communities — whether it is in
Ukraine, Canada, or somewhere else around the world. We have been able to stay fully
engaged in ministry throughout this interesting year via internet and Zoom, but we are so
excited about our upcoming opportunities IN PERSON for the next two months. We would
appreciate your prayers as we travel around Ukraine. Ukraine is being hit hard right now
with Covid. The hospitals are full. You may have also heard in the news that Russia has
been building up their military presence along the Ukrainian border. Judy and I are
praying that God will use us as instruments of encouragement. We have a full schedule of
trainings, camps and visits with former students in their ministries, but we realize that we
must go with open hands and ﬂexibility. Please pray that we are able to lead the following
ministries:
May 7-8: Coaching 101 (in person at Kyiv Theological Seminary)
May 14-15: One Heart Spiritual Formation Retreat for new Youth for Christ Ukraine staﬀ
June 2-3: Katya’s Village Camp (Chernihiv region, Northern Ukraine)
June 7-10: English Camp (Kharkiv, Northeastern Ukraine)
Our friends from Louisville, Randy and Vickie Morris, will be joining us for the camp
ministries in June. This will be their 6th summer of teaching and loving on kids at English
Camp — “E-Camp.” We are blessed to have such dedicated partners in ministry. Katya is
also a key member of our team, and this will be her 6th summer too. We are thrilled that
her husband, Cam, will join us
for his 2nd time. Because you
have given, we are able to give
to and invest in others.
Our main prayer request is for
Judy and I to bear fruit from
being connected strongly with
Jesus. As He said, “I am the
vine, you are the branches; the
one who remains in Me, and I in
him bears much fruit, for apart
from Me you can do
nothing.” (John 15:5) Thank you
so much for your support, and
we ask for your prayers as we
serve this spring and summer in
Ukraine.
Because of His love,

Above: English camp photo from 2019 — Pray for our
summer camps this year! Below: Judy and Mandie hugging
between our two homes (our home is on the left).

Mike & Judy
PS — You may have read in our
recent email newsletter that we
were able to purchase the small
house directly next to our oldest
daughter, Mandie and Aron
Fleming, in our town of
Columbus, IN. Even though we
only lived ten minutes away in
our previous home, this has
opened up a whole new life to us, and we are loving it! Judy says that this is the most “at
home” she has felt since we moved back from Ukraine in 2012. Our new home address is
2730 Bittersweet Blvd, Columbus, IN 47203.

