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I wonder what kind of struggles she has faced in 
her life. 

After I was done teaching a seminar on “Discov-
ering God’s Will” to new YFC African staff mem-
bers, I walked around the room to look at the 
students’ projects. They had just completed their 
Life Story Timelines with sticky notes represent-
ing significant events in their lives, both positive 
and negative, that were placed in chronologi-
cal order on a poster board. As I looked at one 
young woman’s poster, it was full of trials in the 
first part of her life (blue-colored sticky notes), 
and then lots of joy in the second part of her life 
(yellow-colored sticky notes). Class was over, and 
she hadn’t yet shared her story, so I stopped to 
talk to her.

“Did you want to share your life story with the 
class?”
“I’d rather not.”
“Would you like to share it with me?”
“If you’d like to hear it.”

So, I sat down and she shared her life story 
timeline with me. She was from Botswana. She 
had been abandoned as a young teen with her 
siblings by both of her parents. She cared for 
her younger siblings by herself. She had been 
abused. As a teen, she became pregnant. I held 
back tears as she guided me through the blue 

October 2018

Mike with YFCI Global Training Team in South Africa

Mike with new YFC staff member from 
Botswana (see story)

Praying over Ukraine at Eastern Europe 
conference with YFC Ukraine team

Mike & Judy Manna
mike.manna@yfci.org

www.youthdiscipler.com

Contributions may be tax deductible and are under the control and administration of Youth for Christ USA, Inc. YFC 
strives for financial integrity and meets the standards of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability. When you 
provide a check for your donation, you authorize YFC to convert your check to an electronic item.

Ministry Preference:

q A donation today $ ___________

q A new monthly commitment of
$ ___________  per month

For one-time and recurring credit/debit card and 
electronic fund transfers (EFT).

Please make your check payable to:

Youth For Christ
PO Box 4478
Englewood, CO 80155

Please be sure to indicate the Ministry Preference 
account on each donation.

q Becoming a prayer partner

q Volunteering in my area

q Giving through my will Give by Personal Check:

Continued on page 2



sticky notes. She had endured so much pain. 
But then she met Jesus – the first yellow 
sticky note. She became part of a caring 
church. She is raising her 5-year old little girl 
in the Lord. She recently had a vision from 
God, in which He told her that He wanted 
her to help teenagers find Him like she had 
found Jesus. She went to her pastor, and he 
recommended that she minister with Youth 
for Christ in Botswana. So that is why she was 
at the staff training for new YFC African staff. 
And that is how I got to hear her story and 
share it with you. We count it such a privilege 
to serve the nations. Thank you for praying 
for us and sending us. 

Eastern Europe. The last few months have 
been some of the busiest travel months of 
our lives. From May to July, Judy and I were 
in Eastern Europe. God truly blessed as we 
served the YFC staff in Belarus as well as 
teens living on the warfront in Ukraine. Many 
teens came to Christ. They have the oppor-
tunity to continue meeting with their lead-
ers and friends in YFC clubs. We continue to 
pray for them, that receiving Christ will be the turning point in their lives, just as it was for my new friend in Botswana. There 
were some trials along the way. I had to deal with the discomfort of 2 large kidney stones and a stent for 2 months, but 
when I returned home, the doctor pulverized the stones and I now have a clean bill of health.

South Africa. From August 20-31, I (Mike) was in South Africa. The primary reason I was there was to coordinate the YFCI 
Global Training Team as we trained 8 new National Directors (from 8 different countries). We were using the training cur-
riculum that we had edited and revamped together for the past 6 months. The national directors said they learned a great 
deal, but they also provided input into ways that we could improve our training in the future. Our Global Training Team 
then met for 2 days following the workshops to make changes in the curriculum as well as to strategize and make ministry 
plans for the next 2 years. Judy was able to be our secretary for these 2 days of meetings from her computer in Indiana via 
Skype. She took 10 hours of notes each day, starting from 2:30 AM her time! We have now sent these “tested” materials to 
Europe where the YFC leaders will be training several new National Directors in October.

Back to Eastern Europe. During the second week of September, I flew to Minsk to take part in YFC’s Eastern Europe Re-
gional Conference. Judy stayed home. Ninety people from 13 countries came together to support ministry in this region, 
which is very close to our hearts. I was thankful that Judy and I have been taking weekly Russian lessons over Skype this 
whole year, because that is pretty much all I spoke for the week. I enjoyed teaching a couple of seminars, but my greatest 
privilege was leading the whole group in communion at the very end of the conference. Each of the 6 National Directors 
prepared the elements at a table with their national flag. We stood together and one-by-one, whoever wished shared a 
memory of Jesus’ life. Then we sipped from our full cups and ate from our pieces of bread as we said in unison, “Я помню 
Иисуса.” (I remember Jesus).

After Belarus, I flew to Boston and met Judy for her quarterly visit with her Lyme disease specialist. She got a very encour-
aging report that she is truly on the road to recovery. Thank you so much for your prayers and support of our family. You 
hold us up when we are traveling and working; and you hold us up when we need healing. We are so thankful to 
be part of the family of God.

Serving Him together,
Mike and Judy Manna

Praise and Prayer
1. Praise the Lord for over 50 teens repenting at Ukraine English Camp
2. Praise the Lord for 8 new African National Directors trained along with new YFC staff
3. Praise the Lord for continual healing for Judy
4. Pray for October ministry: Mike helping with new YFC missionaries being trained in Denver; Judy speaking at a ladies’
retreat at Lebam Community Church in Washington
5. Pray for Mike and the Global Training Team as they continue to gather training materials and edit training curriculum for
YFC staff around the world

Judy and Mike in Boston area (to meet with Lyme disease specialist)




