
 

 

  

 

A baby and a bride 
Family news from Judy  

1

Our family enjoyed Easter with Katya, 
Mandie, Aron, and little Nolan. It was 
also Mandie’s birthday, which made the 
day even more special! We missed 
Luke and Sammie, but thankfully they 
were with family and friends in 
Nebraska. How we love our children 
and grandson, yet our love is only a 
glimpse of the love God has for us. 
How wonderful to be in God’s family, 
with the promise to be loved and cared 
for -- for eternity! If you have this 
assurance, share God’s love freely with 
others. However, if you have never 
surrendered your life to Christ, why 
NOT? You have absolutely nothing to 
lose, because the freedom to sin only 
leads to grief and bondage. You have 
everything to gain. If you need to talk, 
please contact us. All of our contact 
info is in this letter. We would love to 
help if you want to surrender your life 
or your situation to God.   
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The biggest news in our family this year 
is the birth of Nolan Levi to Mandie 
and Aron Flaming. Mandie was blessed 
with a very good pregnancy, labor, and 
delivery. Nolan was born at 7:03 on 
the morning of Feb. 25. He weighed 6 
lb. 13 oz. and was 20” long. He is now 
2 months old and weighs 12-½ lb.! He 
is cute, sweet, and snuggly. He is 
already rooted deeply in our hearts, 
and the only hard thing is sharing him 
around on visits. At least nobody 
competes with me for the night shifts. 
On each visit, Mandie checks him in to 
“Nana Manna’s Nursery” for the night. I 
listen for all his little grunts and 
squirms and rock or pacify him for as 
long as possible, while Mandie sleeps 
deeper and longer than normal. J  

Very soon, we will welcome yet 
another new member into our family. 
Luke will be married to Yami Eastman 
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in the Grace University chapel in 
Omaha, NE, on July 26th. Yami spent 
10 days with us over Christmas break 
and did not feel like a guest for even 
one day. We love her. Luke and Yami 
“fit” one another well. She is a sweet 
gal, full of fun and love for the Lord. 
Luke is longing for July 26, when Yami 
will become his very own wife. “She 
completes me, Mom.” Praise the Lord, 
Luke! Mike and I stand in awe of how 
God has blessed our children…and in 
turn has blessed us. May God ALONE 
be praised! 

Sammie has greatly enjoyed her first 
year at Grace University, where she 



 

 

 

Global ministry 

ASIA In April, I taught at the Asian 
Center for Youth Ministry through a 
networking relationship with our former 
mission, YMI. I taught 28 youth pastors at 
the Masters-level on courses about Family 
Ministry, Camping, and Missions. I also 
had the opportunity to teach a Youth for 
Christ seminar on 3-Story, which is like an 
evangelism tool, but in reality, is a 
lifestyle. The 3 stories speak about God's 
Story, My Story, and Your Story. In the 
photo, I am teaching about the 3 Stories in 
Mandarin. It was a profitable time of 
training even though I had to work 
through a translator for everything. 

UKRAINE Judy, Katya, and I will be in 
Ukraine from May 12 to June 5. We will 
interview several of our former youth 
ministry students for my dissertation, and 
hopefully we can encourage them in this 
crisis. I will teach a Masters course at Kiev 
Theological Seminary on Higher 
Education Administration as well as 
speak at the seminary’s graduation. 
Another purpose of this trip is to establish 
an official World Link partnership 
between Ukraine YFC and Louisville 
YFC. We will also go to Katya’s village for 
a follow-up evangelism trip similar to last 
summer. Please pray for our safety, and 
please pray for peace in Ukraine daily! 

Local ministry 
from Mike 

It has been a joy to serve with Youth for Christ these past 9 months. My main 

role LOCALLY is to train the staff, partners and volunteers in for the YFC 

ministries in the Greater Louisville area. On May 1st, we helped launch a new 

ministry, YFC Core, on the South Oldham High School campus (pictured above). 

A Christian high school teacher, a local youth pastor, and I will be the coaches for 

this student-led ministry. YFC Core is made up of teams of students with adult 

coaches who follow Christ and invite friends to discover Jesus with them. The 

group meets on campus weekly to "Share, Pray and Discover" ways to cultivate 

relationships with their lost friends. We are partnering with local youth pastors in 

this effort. Judy, Katya and I love the fact that we can develop long-term 

mentorship opportunities locally – opportunities that we would not have if we 

only had a global ministry. 
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has learned and grown and made 
many good friends and memories. 
We have deeply missed her happy, 
peaceful presence here at home, but 
Sammie is SO happy at Grace. She 
will be a staff member at Trails End 
Ranch in Montana this summer. 
Katya has adjusted well to our family 
of three, and homeschooling has been 
a wonderful choice for her. She is 
self-motivated with school, and she 
loves being with Mike and I, either at 
home or in ministry. She often says, 
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“Mom and Dad, God has blessed me 
SO much!” How will we let her go 
in only one more year? Sigh. Yet 
God is faithful, and His plan for our 
lives never ends. We must keep 
walking in obedience, even when a 
very precious phase of our lives 
comes to an end and another 
begins. Friends, thank you for 
walking with us through these last 
12 years of life and ministry. We 
love you and pray for you. We love 
being your missionaries!    


