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From the Orphanage to Maturity
Home Front News from Judy
We have really enjoyed a whole year
of having Katya home. She has been
home schooling since last January,
because she has accelerated her
studies to graduate a year earlier. She
will graduate in May. Mike has been
overseeing her studies, though most
of her classes are online. Mike teaches
us both Bible, and we love that! He is
currently teaching us the
“Understanding the Times”
curriculum, and we are learning about
different worldviews. We are growing
in our own Biblical worldview and
have become ever more thankful to
believe in God who created us, loves
us, and has a plan for our life! Things
don’t make sense when you take God
out of the picture. Life has no real
meaning.
Speaking of Katya, I want to thank
those of you who have prayed for her
through the years. We thank God for
your prayers, and for what He as done
in her life. Katya is doing very well.
Mike and I shared a special moment
recently. We were out walking, and on
the last stretch to home, we met Katya
in the van on her way to work. She has
learned to drive this year and has her
unrestricted license now. She drives
our red minivan (the one we had in
Kiev). As Katya drove by, we waved,
then paused to watch her turn at the
church and continue from our view. As

we finished our walk, we marveled
together over Katya’s growth and
independence. We reminisced about
the little girl from the orphanage and
marveled over the fact that she is now
a confident and mature young
woman, homeschooling
independently and balancing a very
busy schedule with school, work,
soccer with a club team in Louisville,
being a student leader in her youth
group, and being involved in most of
our YFC activities. When she does
have a chance to relax, she
occasionally takes a nap or spends
time texting or talking with her
boyfriend, but very often, she deep

cleans her room or voluntarily cleans
for me. She has always loved to be
busy. We wondered aloud, as we
watched her drive from our view,
what her mother would think if she
could see her girl now; if she could
see her driving to the new outlet mall
where she is assistant manager at
Famous Footwear? I could see
Tanya’s face in my mind, beaming
with pride over her beautiful daughter
who is making wise choices for her
life.
Recently, when the store was empty,
Katya and one of her managers
cranked the tunes and danced. Her

Please Pray For Our

UKRAINE MISSIONS TRIP
JULY 15-28, 2015

Despite the current war in Eastern Ukraine, we are still going to Kiev this summer and
we really need your prayers! Seven Americans will be on the team as we conduct an
evangelistic English camp for Ukrainian young people from our Ukraine Youth For
Christ (YFC) “Youth at Risk" centers. Teens and counselors from around Ukraine will
be traveling to a Christian camp in
Chernihiv (northern Ukraine). We will
also be traveling to Katya’s village for 2
days of service projects and evangelistic
programs. We are pictured here with
Katya’s brothers and sisters in the
village. Please pray for peace in Ukraine.

4

MANNA MESSENGER

FEBRUARY 2015
manager
said,
“Just
think,
Katya! If
you were
a party
girl, you
could go
to clubs
with me
and
dance!”

“Yes,” Katya quipped, “and if I was a
party girl, I would not have been
promoted to assistant manager at
age 18, now, would I?”
“Point taken!” Her manager
exclaimed. “It took me 30 years!”
Her manager went on to share that
she had made some poor choices in
life. Katya said that she wasn’t
judging her, because her choices
are hers to make, but the real
reason that she is not choosing that
lifestyle is because she is a Christian
and wants to live her life for the
Lord. The manager said, “Katya, you
are one of the only real Christians I
know.”
How thankful we are that Katya
surrendered her life to the Lord as a
young child and that she has stayed
close to Him - even through hard
times or times when God has felt
“quiet.” I think many of us have gone
through times where the Lord feels
quiet and we long to hear Him or
see Him working visibly in our lives
or our friends’ lives. There are great
rewards for us if we can keep living
by faith and not by sight. I want to
give thanks again to those of you
who played a part and helped
“pray” Katya into our family. As Mike
and I finished our walk and went
into the house, alone, we were
mindful that this would be our life
right now if God had not brought
this precious youngest daughter
into our lives … and we felt very
thankful.

Collaborating with Local Churches
from Mike

Our Louisville Youth for Christ chapter has the motto: “On the Campus, In the
Community, With the Church.” When I came on staff with our local YFC team, I was
asked to develop more collaboration between our volunteer adults, the churches they
attend, and our YFC staff. We decided to do this through team meetings on the first
Thursday night of every month. The purpose of this training is to facilitate
communication and action between all of our staff and volunteers, so we can become
a team that knows, loves, and supports each other. We have 5 full or part-time YFC
staff members. That is not a large team to do ministry in a large city, so we are very
grateful for our volunteers! We currently have around 50 volunteers from 13 different
churches, including 5 youth pastors who work with our staff in various ministries
around Louisville. Since we are all involved in different ministries - on high school
campuses or working with inner city kids or refugees or deaf teens or teen moms, we
wouldn’t even know each other if we didn’t come together.
We began these “mobilization meetings” in Sept. 2014, which include YFC training,
food, team building activities, fellowship, and fun! We meet at a different church each
month that is
collaborating with
our YFC chapter.
Everyone looks
forward to these
gatherings, because
we have formed
close friendships and
have become a real
team. (In this photo, I
am teaching at our
February meeting,
while Carrie
interprets into sign
language for some
of our Deaf Teen
Quest staff.)
Seth Godin wrote a book entitled Tribes that relates to what we are trying to do. He
points out that any group comes together because of a shared interest. Our shared
interest is in reaching the youth of the Greater Louisville area with the gospel of Christ.
Godin also wrote that we must strive for better “tribal” communication; for then we
develop greater unity. Godin talked about 4 kinds of communication. This is how I
have helped to apply this to our local ministry: (1) Leader to tribe: Group emails and
group texts from our leaders. (2) Tribe to leader: Discussion at bi-monthly meetings
and more text and email communication. (3) Tribe member to tribe member: Each
YFC ministry site leader to his volunteers. (4) Tribe member to those who are not in
the tribe: New or potential volunteers are invited to come to our monthly meetings to
check out YFC ministry opportunities.
We have developed a team spirit these past 6 months. Recently I heard it said that,
“Unity is not sameness, but oneness in purpose.” It has been a pleasure for me to help
accomplish this in our local ministry.

