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Changing Missions, but not Purpose

from Mike

This news will come as a big surprise to most of you. I have resigned my position
as Vice President of Training Operations with Youth Ministry International. I have
been in the position for only six months at the home office. We all love our new
location in Kentucky – our home, our community, our church … yet for the past
few months, I have struggled in my new role at YMI. There are several reasons
behind our decision, but the main reason is that I misunderstood the nature of the
job. In short, my role in the home office became that of an office manager. It was
much more administrative than I understood it would be. I have administrative skills, but my passion revolves around teaching,
training, and discipleship.
We have loved our years of ministry with YMI, and we still believe in their mission of training youth pastors overseas. We
prayed a great deal about these issues and sought advice from several godly men who know me well. They recommended that I
resign from my current role to pursue a different position that the Lord has placed before me. It is a position in which I can
teach and train youth workers in the U.S. and abroad. There is no easy way to make a decision like this, no easy way to leave
an organization that we have served with for over 12 years. Yet I believe the Lord is leading me in a new direction. He has
opened a door before me, and I have chosen to trust Him and walk through it.

Our New Mission: Youth for Christ
Luke is in Louisville for the summer, working with Youth For Christ. He has loved being exposed to their various ministries in
Louisville. He has enjoyed working under the leadership of Gregg McMullen, the director of the Louisville chapter of Youth
For Christ. As I was talking to Luke and Gregg about my plans to resign my position at YMI, a ministry opportunity was
offered to me. Youth for Christ (YFC) was looking for a Director of Ministry Development. This person would be the lead
trainer for the different YFC ministries, which include Campus Life, City Life, Teen Parents ministry, Project Serve and others.
This person would work with the staff of each ministry to train the volunteer youth workers. I have accepted the position and
am excited about this opportunity to train and disciple leaders in the Louisville area.

International Ministry with Youth for Christ
The second part of my new ministry will be to assist in training those
who minister to international youth who live in the U.S. and in
countries where YFC serves. Louisville is a refugee city. Youth for
Christ has a ministry called "City Life Refuge" which ministers to
teenagers from the refugee families located in our area (seen in this
photo). Throughout Louisville there are 120+ nationalities, 100+
languages spoken, over 60,000 refugees, and rapidly growing Islamic,
Hindu and Buddhist communities. The youth and their families come
from Vietnam, Nepal, Burundi, Cuba, Burma, Iraq, Mexico, Bosnia,
Somalia, Ethiopia and many others.
We will also be involved overseas. Our youth ministry will be “glocal;”
that is both global and local. Part of our new ministry will be to develop partnerships between the Louisville Youth for Christ
team and YFC chapters overseas. As an example, we may lead a mission trip to Youth for Christ Ukraine and assist in their
ministry. Judy and I already know the Ukrainian director of YFC, Andre, and look forward to working with him in the future.
The Louisville chapter has ministry experience with YFC Cuba and YFC Honduras, so we will be exploring partnership and
training opportunities in those countries, as well. Since YFC has ministry in 138 countries around the world, the possibilities
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are almost limitless. Many of you are familiar with Youth for Christ, but in our email updates, I will share some of the history
surrounding YFC's beginnings and their current ministry. Earlier this year, for my doctoral studies, I did research and wrote a
paper about the history of international youth ministry. The main organization I studied was Youth For Christ! For 70 years,
God has used this organization (that Billy Graham helped launch) to minister to youth. It was surprising, as I accepted this
position with Youth For Christ, that I was well acquainted with their history! It will be an honor to serve with them.

The House God Gave Us
During the past few months, there have been times we have wondered,
"God, did we mistake Your leading in the move?" Yet we would look at
the house God provided, the miracle price, the neighborhood in which
it is located (2 blocks from our church), and our new church family.
God has given us a unique "ministry house." It is spacious and
completely suited for Bible studies and hosting large groups of people.
There is an apartment in the basement. Even in times of
discouragement about our job, we believed without a doubt that the
Lord brought us here to Simpsonville and provided this particular house
for a purpose. We have already hosted lots of family and friends,
including several Kiev missionary friends who have passed through
Louisville. Judy has always supported our ministry with her gift of
hospitality; especially to the students God has placed in our lives. Judy
was rarely involved in my current ministry at the home office, and we
have deeply missed ministering together. We are looking forward to
using our home as a place of ministry once again.

Supporting Our New Ministry through Youth for Christ
So ... this decision means that we are asking any of you who support our family financially (churches, individuals, and STEER
ranchers) to continue your financial support by sending your gifts to Youth For Christ. We are dependent on our donors' gifts
of support in this ministry just as we were with YMI. As of August 1st, if you desire to support our family, you must send your
gifts to Youth for Christ instead of YMI. You can support us a few different ways. Here are the options:
1. By Automatic Bank Withdrawal (EFT) - This is the easiest option for you, as you do not have to send your gift in the mail
every month. We have enclosed an Automatic Bank Withdrawal (EFT) form with this letter, which you can mail in to the
Youth for Christ office. If you have any questions, write us at mikeandrewmanna@gmail.com.
2. By Mail - Please make checks out to Youth for Christ, and send to Youth for Christ, PO Box 21187, Louisville, KY 40221.
Please designate the gift for the Manna family.
3. By Credit Card - Visit Youth for Christ-Louisville's website at “louisville.yfc.net/donate”. Follow the instructions for online
donations.
4. Through STEER, Inc. - If you are currently raising a cow/calf pair or feeder calves for our support, please contact the
STEER office to tell them that you would like to continue to support the Manna Family at Youth for Christ. You may write to
STEER at ministry@steerinc.com or call at (701) 258-4911 to tell them about this switch in missions, yet supporting the same
missionary.
We believe that God uses many different churches, missions and Christian organizations in His body to accomplish the Great
Commission. We are so thankful for our years of ministry with YMI, which is an arm of the body of Christ. We are looking
forward to ministering with another arm of the body of Christ with YFC. God has opened the door before us, and we feel we
are following in obedience. We hope that you will join us in this move. Please pray for our family in this transition as well as
Youth Ministry International.

Home Address: Manna Family, 124 Fairview Dr., Simpsonville, KY 40067
New Support Address: Youth for Christ, PO Box 21187, Louisville, KY 40221

