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Kiev, Ukraine
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Coming to America this Summer
Our family will be in the States this year from June 5 to August 28. We will be
updating our supporting churches about our ministry and the next steps we need to
take. We will also be attending two family reunions, a wedding, and Mike will be
spending two weeks at Biola University for 2 doctoral courses. Please come and
see us at one of our church presentations. (Times available on our website.)

Church Presentations
June 12

Christian Life Center
Belle Fourche, SD

June 19

Labam Community Church
Labam, WA

Training Youth Ministers in Malaysia

July 3

First Wesleyan Church
Sturgis, SD

Most of the youth ministry
training I do is in Ukraine. Yet
more of our graduates are now
filling the role as trainers
themselves, and the Lord is
giving us opportunities to help
our mission in other parts of the
world. Youth Ministry
International (YMI) asked me to
teach “YM 403: Professional
Orientation to Youth Ministry”
to Masters level students at
Malaysia Baptist Theological
Seminary this past January. I left the snow of Kiev to go to the island of Penang,
where I had a beautiful view of the ocean from my classroom window. In fact, one
day there were wild monkeys swinging on the telephone lines right outside that
window! I had 8 students in the class (pictured here): 5 students from Malaysia, 1
from Borneo, 1 from Indonesia, and a Korean student who trains Korean
missionaries in Malaysia. A very special moment occurred during one of our
prayer times. Daniel, a Malaysian youth ministry graduate who is starting to train
youth leaders there at the seminary, laid hands on David. David is from Jakarta,
where he has to be very careful how he does ministry due to legalities. Yet he is
training with us so that someday in the future, he may train youth pastors in his
home country. It was a touching moment to see our Malaysian graduate praying
for our future Indonesian graduate! As I take more responsibilities in my new role
as YMI’s Vice-President, I will be supporting our mission’s youth ministry training
centers around the world.

July 5

Nemo Community Church
Nemo, SD

July 6

Prairie Home Church
Maurine, SD

July 10

Grace Baptist Church
Bison, SD

July 31

Atonement Lutheran Church
Jamestown, ND

We send ministry and family email updates regularly, but
we need your address to keep in touch. Send your email
address to: kievmanna@yahoo.com

August 7

St. Lawrence Church
Miller, SD

August 7

Grace Bible Church
Highmore, SD

August 8

Carter Gospel Church
Carter, SD

August 21

Brookside Church
Omaha, NE

Pictured below: Mike and Daniel drinking
the most expensive coffee in the world
Kopi Luwak (a gift from a student).
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Changing Churches from Judy
We have shared several times about the church we have been attending
for the past 3 years. Open Hearts Church is a 5 yr. old church plant that
is mainly made up of college students, currently with around 60 in
attendance. Most of our young people have come to Christ through the
ministries and outreaches at Open Hearts and have been Christians for
less than 3 years. Mike and I have had the privilege of being Christian
parent figures, as most are from non-Christian homes. We treasure
Pastor Sergey and Natasha and deeply love our church family.
Shortly before Christmas, the leadership decided to change the worship
service (songs and sermon) from Russian to Ukrainian. We totally
understand and support this decision, because the younger generation’s
first language is Ukrainian. Most of them are able to speak Russian, but
their heart language is Ukrainian.
Unfortunately, for the past 6 months, Mike, Sammie, and I feel like we are back to our first year in Ukraine! We can read
Ukrainian so we can sing, but we don’t understand many of the words. Likewise, we understand some Ukrainian from living
here for so long, but probably only 20% of what is said – not enough to follow the meaning of the sermon. Katya understands
and has tried to help us, but it is just too hard. Since we are not planning to study Ukrainian, we made the difficult decision
that we need to attend church where we can understand.
We talked to Sergey and Natasha privately after Easter, and the following Sunday, Sergey called us forward and explained our
situation to the church. We said our goodbyes with assurances on both sides that this does not mean the end of our
relationship. They prayed over us and sent us off with their understanding and blessings. This church is precious!
In choosing a new church, we especially considered the spiritual needs
of our daughters. Sammie has been attending church outside her
native tongue for over half her life – for 9 of her 17 years. Therefore,
we have chosen to attend the International Christian Assembly in Kiev
(pictured here), an English speaking church where our girls have
already been attending youth group for over a year. We are making
new friends and greatly enjoy the opportunity to listen and participate
in English! There are 2 services with a total of around 300 people. Our
congregation is widely diversified, including Americans here in
business, embassy and business people from different countries,
Ukrainians who speak English, and a few missionary families. Our
new pastor is a wonderful young man … and his name is “Pastor
Paul!” We love it! (Our pastor in Belle Fourche is “Pastor Paul”
Howard.) Paul Pierquet attended seminary in ND, so even some of
his sermon stories are from the Dakota’s! One more added blessing is getting to attend church with our own Eric Moore
(former member of our youth group in Belle Fourche who is now a missionary in Kiev).
Katya is excited to be baptized on May 14th. She has attended our new church’s baptism classes, along with about 10 others.
Pastor Paul will give Mike the honor of baptizing Kate. Mike has baptized each of our other children, as well.
Back in the States, all is well with Luke and Mandie. They will be finished with classes for the year by the time you receive this
letter. Luke is currently working with an after-school program for K-2nd graders, M-F from 3:00 – 6:00. He and two other
leaders do homework with the kids, lead games, and serve snacks. It will turn into a full-time job for the summer. Mandie will
once again be counseling at Trail’s End Ranch (TER). The Lord has clearly directed her decision. She will spend her 4 th
summer at TER. She is very happy to return and will also be able to use this time to fulfill a youth ministry internship for her
studies at Grace University. We are looking forward to spending a little time with both of them this summer as we come home
to share in our churches. We hope to see you as well!
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