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Evangelizing Katya’s Village – Summer Missions Project
If you were at one of our presentations this summer, you heard
me share about Katya’s family – her mother, Tanya, and 4
siblings. We have kept relationship with them and have been able
to share the gospel with them, going a little deeper each time.
During our last visit in June, Tanya was much softer toward us
(and toward the gospel) than ever before. As I shared my
testimony, she listened intently. It was very difficult to leave that
day after informing them that in just a few days, we would be
moving back to America to stay. It was hard for all of us to say
goodbye, not knowing when we would see each other again. I
promised Tanya that we would do our best to bring Katya back to
Ukraine to see them, though it could not be often because of the
cost of travel. As I hugged her for the last time, I said, “Tanya,
you and I share a daughter … and we are friends.” “Yes, Judy,”
she replied. “We are friends.”
I expressed the desire of my heart, saying, “Tanya, I WANT to see you in Heaven someday, and the ONLY way is through
Jesus Christ. He can forgive your sins. Talk to God, Tanya. He loves you. He wants to be your Father.”
Friends, the longing for Katya’s family to know the Lord has grown so very strong in our hearts. Katya’s former village is
remote and is extremely poor. There is no church. Mike, Sammie, Katya, and I are praying about going back to Ukraine this
summer. With the softening we saw in Katya’s family, we feel that sooner would be better than later. We will first lead an
English camp at our former Ukrainian church in Kiev – Open Hearts Church – to help people get to know their church that
meets in a neighborhood library. Then, along with some of the godly young adults at Open Hearts, we will go to Katya’s
village and hold tent meetings to share the gospel with Katya’s family and
neighbors. Getting a chance to see Katya and to meet her American family
will be a “hook” that will draw people. We hope, along with our Ukrainian
friends, to have the chance to lead some of her family and neighbors to
Christ. We feel urgency that time may be short … that we need to go this
summer. Our biggest need is financial. If you would like to help us with the
finances for this trip, you may use the enclosed envelope to send a gift. Our
cost will be $3000 per person, which will include the plane flight, lodging,
and expenses for the English camp and tent meetings (including travel and
lodging in Katya’s village for several Ukrainian friends). Please pray for the
Lord to help us as we put a program together, and especially pray for Him to
go before us and prepare the soil of people’s hearts. We long to plant seeds
that will produce a harvest.
Moving to Kentucky - Presently, we are rejoicing this Christmas to have the gift of a new home! We have been living from
suitcases for 10 months, and we are SO excited to be in the final phase of our journey to KY. We are living in a camper at
Sunshine Bible Academy and will leave on December 22nd for Omaha to celebrate Christmas with Mike’s side of the family.
Then, Mike will fly from Omaha to Ukraine on the 29th to take his final PhD classes in Kiev. Luke will travel to KY with us
girls to help us move into our new home. Friends, thank you for your prayers and financial support this year. We ask for your
continued support as we begin a new phase of the same ministry from KY.

Visit our website at youthdiscipler.com to see new videos and photos.
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Merry Christmas from the Manna Kids
Mandie & Aron Flaming
We are thankful to be celebrating our first Christmas together. In just a few weeks, we will be
flying to Oregon to spend this holiday with Aron’s side of the family. Married life is
wonderful. I am blessed to be Aron’s wife. He is a great husband! Adjusting to a new town
has been lonely, but God has been faithful. We LOVE our new church and the opportunities
it has given us for worship, service, and fellowship with believers. We are starting to make
friends. Aron is enjoying his job at Cummins Motors and is learning a lot. I am volunteering
at a middle school with Campus Life, and Aron and I are helping in our church youth group.
God has been teaching us how to serve the Lord better together than we could apart.
Psalm 34:3 is the verse we chose for our wedding, but I think it’s a great verse to remember
this Christmas, too! “O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together!”

Luke
I am a Junior at Grace University and after a very busy semester, I’m looking forward to
Christmas break with my family! This semester I still struggled with the disappointment of
being forced to leave Mali so early because of the military coup. I had learned so much from
the pastors we were staying with. We lived life with them, experiencing the daily struggles of survival in a third world country.
I was learning the language and going deep in some relationships. It just didn’t make sense. Why would God open a door,
only to close it so quickly? I am learning that following God means to trust Him no matter what – to have open hands. He is
always faithful. So now at Grace, I am trying to move on in a way that values the lessons learned in Mali, but also takes steps
forward toward God's leading. I have really tried to make America my home this semester. Close relationships at Grace - my
three roommates (including cousin Ethan McClain), the Grace soccer team, my family, mentor, advisor, and even a couple
friends from Ukraine - have helped me with the continued adjustment. I don't know for sure what God is doing, but as this
semester has gone by, I have become more and more confident that I am being led overseas again. I don't know where or
when, but I trust that as I follow the Lord day by day, He will direct my path.

Samantha
I’ve enjoyed attending Sunshine Bible Academy (SBA) this semester. I am a
senior. I have focused on music here at SBA. I was an alternate in the All-State
Chorus and take part on the school’s worship team and the traveling ministry
team. I am also in a ladies’ ensemble and a small group ensemble. I have loved
dorm life. It has prepared me for college! My roommate (Hope Anderson from
Bison, SD) and I had fun decorating our room. Hope is a new senior, too, and
we have enjoyed getting to know one another. I have decided to move to
Louisville, KY, with my family. I’m excited to make new friends at Christian
Academy of Louisville, but it will be hard to leave my friends here. I am in the
process of applying to Christian colleges now, which offer TESL degrees
(Teaching English as a Second Language). I hope you have a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.

Katya
I’ve attended SBA with Sammie. I am a freshman this year. I played volleyball in the fall and now play basketball. I’m also on
the school’s ministry team. We do programs in churches. My gratis (or daily work assignment) is to clean the girl’s dorm
bathroom, and by now I feel as though I am an expert in cleaning bathrooms! I love the dorm and really enjoy my roommate,
Shanna Moreland. We have good talks and fun times together. I am going to miss dorm life, but I am happy that I am moving
with my family to Kentucky. My move to America was memorable, since we traveled by ship and arrived near Ellis Island,
like the old immigrants. I celebrated my first Thanksgiving in America, and I am looking forward to celebrating Christmas
here also. Merry Christmas, everyone!

Are you getting our monthly email or Facebook updates?
Send your email address to us at mikeandrewmanna@gmail.com to get regular updates.

