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Manna Family 
International Youth Ministry Trainers 

Kiev, Ukraine 

Ministry Highlights 

January 

February 

We send ministry and family email updates twice a 
month, but we need your email address to keep in touch. 

Send your email address to: judy.manna@yahoo.com  

Happy New Year from Kiev! 
New Years Eve is the biggest holiday of the year in Ukraine. In some ways, it 
feels like our American Christmas, New Years Eve and Halloween combined. 
The week before this holiday, families put up and decorate the “New Years tree” 
(not the Christmas tree). On Dec. 31st, children may put on masks and go to 
neighbors to recite a poem and receive candy in exchange. They will return home 
for the family to exchange gifts. The vodka will probably be flowing, and 
everyone will set off the fireworks between midnight and 3 am.  

This will be our 9th year in a row where we will be spending the holidays away 
from our relatives back in the States, yet with a bundle of wonderful Ukrainian 
and American friends in Kiev. We have so many blessings to be thankful for this 
holiday season. So many of you have been praying and giving towards our needs 
since our last letter. We feel upheld in prayer and sent out by our friends and 
family. Happy New Year!  

Mike hosts and takes classes 
with Biola University’s PhD 
extension program at Kiev 
Theological Seminary  

Mike teaches “YM 403: 
Professional Orientation to 
Youth Ministry” at Malaysia 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Masters level 

 

Mike teaches “YM 403” in 
Kiev to Ukrainian youth 
ministry seniors 

Vasya Ostriy teaches “YM 
102: Youth Culture” to 
freshmen in Kiev 

Mike teaches “YM 101: 
Principles of Youth 
Ministry” to Pastoral and 
Christian Education students 
at Kiev Theological 
Seminary 

www.youthdiscipler.com 

Ministry Expanding to Other Countries … 
We were surprised by calls from church 
leaders from neighboring countries for 
assistance in youth ministry training. The 
most promising of these calls happened in 
late October. The Baptist Union of Moldova 
(Moldova is a small country between 
Ukraine and Romania) has 500 churches, 
and their denomination leaders contacted us 
through Southern Baptist missionaries. After 
a wonderful visit to their capital city, 

Chisinau, we have begun talks on how to best train the Moldovans to train their 
own youth pastors. (Mike is pictured here with Moldovan youth ministry leaders 
and missionaries.) We are praying to start this ministry in the fall of 2011.  

Two weeks ago, I also met with the denominational leader from the city of Perm, 
Russia (a city near Siberia with over 1 million people). He desires one of our 
Ukrainian graduates to lead the youth ministry for his region. In both Moldova 
and Russia, our training can work well since it is already in Russian and we have 
Ukrainians ready to train. Please pray that we have the wisdom and finances 
to expand as God calls us. 

Pictured below: Katya, Oksana, Judy, 
Natasha and Mandie in our seminary office 
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“Hi Friends and Family! I would like to start off by sharing 
with you what I shared around the table this Thanksgiving. I 
got to spend Thanksgiving at my Grandma Weiss's house. As 
soon as we woke up that morning, Grandma and Aunt Cheryl 
asked us to be thinking of something we were thankful for in this last year. I did 
not need to think long. I am SO thankful for God’s clear direction to Grace 
University. This school has already been a blessing in so many ways. I am 
learning a lot from my teachers, the students are welcoming and fun, having my 
brother here is great, and I am taking advantage of living near family. God is 
good, and His timing is perfect. It was hard to trust Him, leaving everything I 
knew at Moody to start anew at Grace. Transitions are never easy, but God has 
been faithful. I want to encourage you to follow His leading and trust in His 
faithfulness this Christmas. Thanks for your prayers! God bless!” 
 – Mandie Manna, junior at Grace University, Youth Ministry Major 

“This last semester I have been attending Grace University in Omaha, Nebraska. My 
college experience has been great so far! My classes are going smoothly and are very 
interesting. But what I love about college is what happens outside the classroom. God has 
definitely placed me on a fun floor of guys. We have lots of fun! I also play quite a bit of 
soccer. The soccer team has an offseason program that I have joined. I play pretty much 
every day! It definitely helps me keep in shape in spite of the now, easily accessible 
American food that I used to miss so much! I also have had the opportunity to get 
involved at my church, Brookside. I am interning for their missions department and 
volunteer in their youth group on Wednesdays. God has taught me a lot through these 
experiences this semester! As I look to the future, I am excited to see what God may have 
in store for me. I am an Intercultural Studies major, and a semester of this program is 
spent in Mali, Africa. It looks like my second semester of my sophomore year will be 
spent in a foreign country again! I am so excited and have heard a lot about Mali! I pray 
that over these next years of college God will continue to teach and guide me. Though 
things are going well, I find myself longing to get on the plane back this Christmas. I am 
so thankful that I can go home for Grace's five-week Christmas break. I can't wait to see 
my family, friends, and church!” 
                     – Luke Manna, freshman at Grace University, Intercultural Studies Major 

“Hello, everyone. I have been having a good school year this year. The first semester I played 
soccer. I scored my first goal, that was pretty exciting. Right now we are almost done with our 
first semester and I am doing basketball. This year we are having a middle school play, its the 
first one and I singed up tryed out and made it. I have been enjoying that alot. This year I 
started going to youthgroup. I’m loving that. I turned 14 on December 7th. Thank you guys so 
much for praying for my adoption.” 
                                                                  - Katya Manna, 7th grade at Kiev Christian Academy 

Holiday Greetings from the Manna Kids 

“Hey! I am in 10th grade now, and I am loving life. I thank God every day that we are here in 
Ukraine. I go to a Christian school, and I have great friends. My church here is wonderful. It is 
a young church, with many new believers. One my main struggles living in Ukraine is learning 
the language. I really want to go and talk to Ukrainians, to get to know them better and 
hangout with them. But I just don't know the language well enough to hang out and relax. 
Please pray for me, so that I will be able to learn Russian well.  
                                                         - Samantha Manna, 10th grade at Kiev Christian Academy 


